

Attachment No. 1 


Second Round APS # 165-12-000001 Amendment # 2


Project: Strengthening Independent Media in Macedonia (SIMM)


Objective 2: Governing Justly and Democratically (GJD) �Program Area:  2.4 Civil Society �Program Element 2.4.2 Media Freedom and Freedom of Information.








Result 1: Credible journalist associations exists and build member solidarity, represent the interests of working journalists, advocates for legislative reform, protects press freedom, provide legal support and actively serve the needs its membership.  








Result 2: Peer-oriented journalism and media criticism forums are created, actively used and have impact on the profession. Journalists understand their professional rights and responsibilities, and adhere to ethical standards of practices.








Result 3: Journalism associations, think tanks, CSOs and individual activists are networked to publicly advocate for greater media independence.  Joint activism and support for greater media legitimacy will increase citizen demand for more professionally produced, fact-based, objective news and information.  








Project Result: Macedonian Independent Media Strengthened








Illustrative Activities: 


Develop the institutional capacity of media associations to function as the premier   organization representing Macedonian journalists.  


Monitor, provide expert commentary and lobby for/against proposed changes to media and freedom of information legislation.


Increase access to and awareness of legal aid.


Raise professional standards.


Support a roster of media specialist lawyers. 





Indicators: 


Legal framework for freedom of information improved and changes implemented in practice 


Professional standards introduced and respected 





Illustrative Activities: 


Link media organizations to other CSOs and think tanks for joint advocacy on common issues. 


Advocacy  networking, coalition building and links to international media support organizations.


Support linkages to regionally-based media platforms  (BIRN, RIJN, SEENPM, SEEMO).


Create coalitions to lobby for decriminalization of libel.  


Encourage cross border exchanges with other Balkan countries with improved media environments (Croatia).





Indicators: 


Critical issues addressed thru lobby, advocacy and networking 





Illustrative Activities: 


Develop web-based platform to monitor media content. 


Support peer to peer media criticism and public. condemnation of poor professional practices.


Monitor and publicize media freedom violations, including attacks on journalists.


Provide legal defense for journalists.


Utilize social media to promote media issues, enlist citizen reporters.





Indicators:


Peer to peer criticism practice developed  


 Visitors  of the web –based platform for monitoring media content   








